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From the moment one ventures into the People and the sea Gallery
through its conch-shaped entryway, every visitor's heart will be
kindled with a secret yearning for the sea and a passion to learn
more. With walls filled with memories, "Joy of the Ocean" introduces
diplomas, postcards and other artifacts that serve as a forerunner of
the main exhibits of the Museum.
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The Friendly Interaction between Humans
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Taiwan has woven a long and rich tapestry of ocean-borne encounters, and this exhibit's geographical and historical
elements offer close examination of the different strands of its intricate weaving. From time immemorial, ocean currents
bore all kinds of people to Taiwan's shores from prehistoric times to the sixteenth century, making the island an important
geographical trade stronghold. And from the times of Dutch and Spanish occupation of Taiwan, through late Qing and
Japanese colonial times, on to the current era of the national government, each period featured differing uses of marine
organisms and inorganic resources, forming even more diverse materials related to the sea. Through different kinds and
specimens the exhibit demonstrates every aspect of material culture in the interaction of man and the sea.
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The sea not only gives us a bounty of resources and foodstuffs, but also yields beauty and memory
that impacts our lives in innumerable ways as people meet, understand and depend on i
one another as they are borne along its currents. Its daunting, turbulentwaves not
only bring us obstacles and tests, but also lead us towards more open horizons and = 6/
opportunities. Vibrant sea-dwelling creatures let us see its most touching aspect, and } e
the perseverant soul of the ocean realm. <
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With the ocean so central to Taiwan's daily life, a plethora of associated cultural
beliefs have naturally sprung up among its peoples. This exhibit will introduce
different ethnic groups in Taiwan and their development of marine-related
beliefs, showing people's spiritual and cultural encounters with the sea. This is
accomplished not only through the use of exquisite miniatures showing Matsu
ceremonies and burning boat festival scenes, but also through live presentation
of aboriginal sea festivals and other special ceremonies.
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Come and see a sad time in maritime history, when ordinary people were blocked
from enjoying the seashore during the 38 years of martial law. Signs
commanding "ldlers Keep Out," and "Drawing and Photography
Prohibited" were a common sight at that time, and people were
forced to repress their passion and love for the ocean. When the
martial law era came to an end, defensive oceanside barriers from
Kinmen bore testimony of that period of history. Entering the
simulated bunkers featured in the exhibit, you can feel yourself
surrounded by history.
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Listen to the Sigh of the Ocean
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People can now enjoy the ocean freely, partaking of its food and
recreational landmarks. But their enjoyment has brought sadness
to the ocean itself, due to poor planning that has resulted in
overfishing and environmental destruction. Taiwanese like to eat
seafood, but incorrect consumption, and the allowance of marine
resource depletion, threatens marine ecosystems with collapse.
Humans and marine life areinterdependent as they form parts of
the same food chain. We should therefore establish concepts of
a correct "seafood culinary culture,' learning how to wisely select
and enjoy seafood in order to maintain a sustainable balance of
the marine ecosystem.
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People and the Sea Gallery
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People must understand and partake in a sustainable symbiotic
relationship with the sea in order to better enjoy its resources.
Many people have taken the initiative from different areas and
perspectives to describe the appropriate interaction between man
and sea, including writers, artists, scientists and explorers. This is a
new "Blue Campaign" to reverse our attitudes so that our children
and grandchildren may share the gift of the ocean.
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At the end of the show, please take a moment to commit yourself to the ocean's cause, not only upholding
conservation but also making a personal pledge to enter its presence and enjoy
the ocean's contemplation and quietude. Once again you may experience the
profound feelings of different marine landscapes. Before leaving the exhibition,
if you are willing, please leave your thoughts on how the sea has moved you,
even if only in a word or two.
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